80                      MARIE ANTOINETTE.

had changed, that fortune was smiling on her, that
she had had many audiences with the Queen, and
that Her Majesty had conferred many benefits on her,
had made her a confidante, and wrote to her letters
full of the most amiable feeling.

This bold adventuress showed these pretended let-
ters, which were written by a forger, to every comer,
and offered her protection to her credulous victims.
She convinced the Cardinal that she often spoke of
him to the Queen, that she pleaded his cause with great
skill, and that gradually she was bringing him to a
high place in Her Majesty's favor. "The Queen,"
she said to him, " has commissioned me to ask you to
give me your justification in writing." The prelate,
full of hope at once, composed with eagerness the
required apology, and Madame de La Motte told him
that this memorial, which she had herself presented
to Marie Antoinette, had done wonders. The Queen,
she went on, asked of her future favorite only a little
patience and a little discretion; but the day was
drawing nigh when she should be able to throw aside
the mask and to make a public announcement of the
high positions to which he was to be called. Madame
de La Motte urged the prelate to notice the Queen on
such or such a day, at such or such an hour, when she
should be entering the hall of the OEil de Boeuf; Her
Majesty would make him a sign with her head, which
would confirm his hopes.

The Grand Almoner, full of delight, noticed in fact
that the Queen had moved her head, which was not